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What do we actually get out
of academic conferenees?
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-
- - *



lost opportunities

isolation

exclusion

mequalities

so manyonline conferences

e* ara]

-
rt'-G*l=
€,eeeea

=tu

k;
su; Prioritise connection *iar, oG

@ -6€ rba



;::=:tl

;rea
**4

Fhnding for the travel and accommodation of all
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FeedbackFeedback
People liked that there were opportunities to genuinely
engage with each other - even saying they wished there

was more time to interact with the other groups 

There was a general sense that attendees could be
themselves and embrace the vulnerability and ambiguity
that comes with bringing one's whole self to interactions



In fact, as organisers, we really could have
done more to set up the event to make the

most of these genuine engagements and
spaces of vulnerability. 

The authors want to thank:  
Society of Legal Scholars for providing
funding that allowed us to cover travel,
accommodation (and if required, childcare)
for the attendees 

Gender and Law at Durham (GLAD) and
Durham Centre for Academic Development
(DCAD) for additional funding and support 

Most of all we want to thank all the
attendees whose enthusiastic participation in
our experimental (anti)conference made it
the wonderful day it was!



There is a real hunger for 

different ways of coming 

together. Trying alternatives
 

out can be
 awkward as hell, 

but our very feelings of 

discomfort and ruptures in 

familiarity act
ually point us 

towards to new horizons.

towards to new horizons.

We feel that the Thursday evening social - with its holistic focus and interactional style - set us up well for a Friday of sharing struggles and envisaging futures in our small groups. Many of us felt able to try out ideas and attitudes we'd be unable to do so easily and so quickly elsewhere. However, a further day, activity or event might have been a 

However, a further day, activity or event might have been a productive follow-on. It would meet peoples’ requests for more inter-group interaction and more time together overall. It could help us move beyond Friday's general sense of catharsis and solidarity, and into the specifics of our research topics and their onto-epistemologies of gender and the wider world. This does not have to mean a space free from formality or challenge - things we associate with traditional conferences - now that we have built a dialogue betwee people supported and accountable enough to each other to play a meaningful part in the vulnerable process of knowledge production.  



As a focus on this hyper-individualized voice is 
a problem of polemic debates on gender more 
generally, we'd love to explore how we can 
challenge it within our own research and 
thinking. In practical terms then, maybe we 
could have further formalised the listening 
processes throughout the day. Perhaps through 
requiring new groups to be formed after the 
first activity and be based around listening to 
what each group had previously addressed and 
the specific environments that inform those 
dilemmas? 

 

Similarly, paying attention to the practicalities Similarly, paying attention to the practicalities 
of research - how we all actually 'do' research 
in a daily sense - might help us to forge new 
connections and ideas. It might help us to 
interrogate our own implicit and gendered 
prioritizations of positivism, empiricism and of 
academia as separate from but platforming the 

'real world'. 
 
We felt these ideas could become barriers to We felt these ideas could become barriers to 
achieving meaningful inter-disciplinary 
dialogue on gender (particularly between the 
social sciences, and the arts and humanities) - 
with the former too easily felt to be writing the 
world as it is and the other (merely) theorising 
and creating representations of it. 
  
Attention to the daily 'doing' of research on 
gender might prove an opportunity for more 
solidarity and interdisciplinary thinking, 
showing us how we make the our world through 

researching it. 
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